My War Memories, 1914-1918
easily do harm, and for that reason must be a man of exceptionally strong character.
Both past and future operations were discussed. In the course of its retreat the Austrian Army had retired over the San and even the Wislok. More than forty of its divisions were now crowded together on the west bank of the Wislok, between the Carpathians and the Vistula. I could not understand how there could be room there, but, as I heard later, the heavy losses in prisoners explained the situation. The Army was terribly exhausted. Acting on his own responsibility and trusting to Germany's help, General von Conrad undertook to take the offensive again early in October, even if the Austrian Army had meanwhile to retire still further under Russian pressure.
The concentration of the gth Army already protected the northern wing of the Austrian Army against possible envelopment. It was to get in line with the latter, and to join in its forward movement north of the Vistula. The allied armies were then to attack the Russians wherever they found them. At the same time the gth Army was to keep a sharp look-out on its exposed left wing and left flank.
On the Russian side there were only a few cavalry divisions and rifle-brigades in the broad bend of the Vistula, open on the west. These had not been able to prevent the German covering frontier-force from taking up positions on Polish soil, or von Woyrch's Landwehr Corps from marching right across Poland, through Radom to the Vistula and crossing north of the confluence of the San. This corps had given assistance to the Austrian Army on the east side of the river before the latter's defeat,
The main body of the Russian armies was still to the east, with weak detachments west of the San. The troops which had been defeated in East Prussia were behind the upper Narew and the Niemen. The Siberian Army Corps had not all arrived on the western frontier of Russia. Some of them were still on the way. They were particularly good, and gave us a great deal of trouble,
It had been a bitter disappointment that our diplomacy had
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